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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on 10/10/2006 has been entered. The amendments to the 
specification overcomes the objection to the specification set forth in the office action 
mailed on 7/25/2006. The amendments to claims 1,16, and 17 gives the claims a 
useful and tangible result, thus, this portion of the 35 USC 101 rejection has been 
overcome. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/10/2006 concerning the 101 rejection of claim 17 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive because a computer readable 
medium includes the disclosed transmission medium of signals. The claim needs to be 
amended to claim computer readable storage medium. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/10/2006 concerning the 1 12 rejection have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive because the specification describes step 
1520 as "the background video is alpha blended with the foreground video using the 
foreground's alpha values to create image 1 of FIG. 9A" at page 17 which is not the 
same as the claimed "superpose said primitive-processed image signals over said 
image background". 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 10/10/2006 concerning the 102 rejection have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive because Kitsutaka does generate original 
foreground image signals and applying anti-aliasing filtering to edges of each primitive 
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to generate primitive-processed image signals. Kitsutaka does describe the argued 
three elements, the image background (background at column 16 lines 62-65), the 
primitive-processed images (defocused original image or antialiased defocused original 
image) and the original foreground image (original image). Applicant should note the 
second processing is not claimed to performed on the result of the frrst processing. 
Applicant should note anti-aliasing the edges of each primitive can be performed by an 
overall filtering of the primitive such as by defocusing. 

Kitsutaka forms a foreground image or object from primitives which foreground 
image or object is further processed by anti-aliasing (column 14 line 67) and defocusing 
the foreground image or object formed by primitives thereby forming primitive processed 
image signals or which foreground image or object is further processed by defocusing 
which causes anti-alsiasing to occur to the foreground image or object formed by 
primitives thereby forming primitive processed image signals. Kitsutaka also forms a 
background, column 16 lines 62-65, and places the primitive processed foreground 
image or object image signals upon the background. Kitsutaka also draws the original 
image or object onto the anti-aliased (column 14 line 67) and defocused foreground 
image or object or places the original image or object onto the defocused foreground 
image or object with reference to column 8 line 57 to column 9 line 14 and with 
reference to figure 2 with alpha-synthesis. Note applicants specification with regard to 
step 1530 does not state how the original foreground images signals are drawn over the 
primitive processed image. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 17: 

In view the "Interim Guidelines for Examination of Patent Applications for Patent 
Subject Matter Eligibility" published on the USPTO website on October 26, 2005, 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/guidelines101_20051026.pdf 
and published in the OG 22Nov2005 

http://www.uspto.qov/web/offices/com/sol/oq/2005/week47/pataupa.htm ) this claim in 

non-statutory because page 17 line 16-18 defines the program storage medium as a 

transmission medium which is a signal. 

Page 1.7 line 1 6-1 8 states: 

It will be appreciated from the above that the invention may be 
implemented as computer software, which may be supplied on a storage 
medium or via a transmission medium such as a network or the internet. 

Therefore, the specification defines program storage medium as a signal. In ANNEX IV 
Computer-Related Nonstatutory Subject Matter of the Interim guidelines a signal is held 
to be nonstatutory subject matter and since applicants carrier wave is a signal then 
these claims are nonstatutory. 
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Applicant should note that amendments to the specification, such as deletion, 
may introduce new matter into the specification. Thus, an appropriate amendment to 
the claims is necessary to make the claims statutory. 

Additionally the claim format of this claim does not follow the Interim Guidelines 
because the terms "program storage medium" and "video processing apparatus" does 
not manifest a computer readable medium and computer. See pages 50-55 of the 
Interim Guidelines. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1-8, 16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The following side by side chart correlates 
claim 1 with the specification. 



Claim 


Disclosed steps 


Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A video 
processing method for preparing an anti- 
aliased foreground image for display over 
an image background, said method 
comprising: 

generating original foreground 
image signals by manipulation of a 
contiguous group of graphics primitives; 


Step 1510, page14 lines 21-29, page 17 
lines 1-15, figure 9A 
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applying anti-aliasing filtering to 
edges of each primitive of said group of 
primitives to generate primitive-processed 
image signals; 

preparing said image background 
for display; 

first processing said primitive- 
processed image signals to superpose 
said primitive-processed image over said 
image background; and 

second processing said original 
foreground image signals to superpose 
said original foreground image over said 
primitive-processed image. 



Step 1510, page 15 lines 16-32, page 17 
lines 1-15, figure 9A 



Step 1520, page 17 lines 1-15 



???? 



step 1530, page 15 line 33 to page 16 line 
13, page 17 lines 1-15, figure 9B 



After reviewing the specification a corresponding step or description cannot be 
found for the claimed step "first processing said primitive-processed image signals to 
superpose said primitive-processed image over said image background". Thus, this 
claim does not clearly claim applicants invention. Claims 16 and 17 have the same 
issue. Dependent claims 2-8 do not correct this issue. 



Additionally the claims are not clear what is being displayed in the display step 
because the specification describes displaying the results of step 1560 while the claim 
appears to be claiming to display the results of step 1530. Thus, the metes and bounds 
of the claim are unclear. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1, 16, and 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kitsutaka, US Patent No. 7,042,463. Kitsutaka describes at column 8 line 57 to column 
9 line 14 with reference to figure 2 defocusing an original image and then superposing 
the original image onto the defocused image. Kitsuaka also teaches at column 14 line 
67 anti-aliasing the original image as it is generated. Kitsuaka also teaches at column 
16 line 56 an alternative method of defocusing by offsetting the original image. Thus, 
due to the breadth of claims 1, 16, and 17 Kitsutaka teaches these claims. A detailed 
analysis follows. 

Claim 1: 

Kitsutaka teaches a video processing method for preparing an anti- 
aliased foreground image for display over an image background, said method 
comprising: 

generating original foreground image signals by manipulation of a contiguous 
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group of graphics primitives (The image generating section 130 generates an image by 
the method of polygons which are graphics primitives, column 6 lines 62-67, column 7 
lines 16-24, and column 7 line 65-column 8 line 2. The drawing processor 910 also 
generates graphics primitives. Column 14 line 55 to column 15 line 2.); 

applying anti-aliasing filtering to edges of each primitive of said group of 
primitives to generate primitive-processed image signals (The drawing processor 910 
also generates graphics primitives and can anti-aliase the generated primitives. 
Column 14 line 55 to column 15 line 2. Anti-aliase at column 14 line 67. Also 
defocusing the original image will anti-aliase the edges of the primitive. ); 

preparing said image background for display (This system is designed for games 
which to one of ordinary skill in the art have foreground objects over a background. 
Also at column 16 lines 62-65 discusses a foreground object merging with the 
background. Thus, Kitsutaka teaches preparing an image background for display.)] 

first processing said primitive-processed image signals to superpose said 
primitive-processed image over said image background (The image generating section 
130 generates an image by the method of polygons which are graphics primitives and 
performs various processing the polygons. The drawing processor 910 also generates 
graphics primitives and can in addition to anti-aliase perform various processing on the 
polygons . Column 14 line 64-67. Also defocusing the original image will anti-aliase the 
edges of the primitive. Thus, Kitsutaka teaches first processing by superposing the 
defocused original foreground object formed by primitives or by superposing the 
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defocused anti-aliased original foreground object formed by primitives onto the 
background and 

second processing said original foreground image signals to draw said 
original foreground image over said primitive-processed image (At column 8 line 57 to 
column 9 line 14 with reference to figure 2 the original image is drawn or superposed 
onto the defocused image by alpha-synthesis.). 
Claim 16: 

This apparatus claim claims the same functions found in claim 1 and this claim is 
rejected for the reasons given for claim 1 . Additionally Kitsutaka teaches the claimed 
apparatus for performing the claimed functions and these apparatus were addressed in 
the rejection of claim 1 . 
Claim 17: 

This program storage medium claim claims the same functions found in claim 1 
and this claim is rejected for the reasons given for claim 1 . Additionally Kitsutaka 
teaches the claimed program storage medium at column 6 lines 36-42. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 2-8 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffery A Brier whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7656. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 7:00 to 3:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael 

Razavi, can be reached at (571 ) 272-7664. The fax phone Number for the organization 

f 

where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




"Jeffery A Brier 
Primary Examiner 
Division 2628 



